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Responding compassionately to meet needs
and support community recovery

As the uncertainties of COVID-19 began to unfold in early 2020, one thing
was clear: Responding to this unprecedented event would require a
collaborative effort unlike ever before. Our community was up to that challenge.

In partnership with Spokane County United Way, Empire Health Foundation,
Avista Foundation, Equinox Foundation, Lewis-Clark Valley Healthcare
Foundation and generous contributions from many other funders, we launched
two COVID-19 Community Response & Recovery Funds to serve our region’s
most vulnerable populations during the pandemic.

Within the first four months of the pandemic, a massive influx of dollars from
donors and funders across the region resulted in grant distributions totaling
$1.5 million to organizations providing direct support in response to
COVID-19. These included many grassroots, neighborhood, and culturally
specific groups that are trusted partners in their communities.

As we transitioned from response to recovery, a third round of grants
encouraged collaborative partnerships aimed at innovative solutions to
accelerate recovery and build resilience.

Through our COVID-19 response efforts, we learned that trusted community
messengers are in the best position to help those who need it the most, but
those trusted partners may not be the 501 c3 organizations we have typically
funded. Instead, they are small, grassroots, culturally specific and neighborhood-
based organizations that are often run by volunteers. It has been our privilege
to support the efforts of these groups to reach the most vulnerable and
disproportionately impacted by the pandemic.

We have also learned the tremendous value of working in collaboration with
other partners. Pooling philanthropic dollars and leveraging the grantee
relationships of multiple funders allowed us to reach many more grantees than
any one of our organizations could have reached on our own. Without these
partnerships, our response and recovery grantmaking effort would not have

been possible.

Thank you to our partner funders, individual donors, community volunteers and
the organizations working tirelessly to meet the challenges that this pandemic

has created. We look forward to continued collaboration and working together
to build resiliency and hope in communities throughout our region.

A

Shelly O’Quinn, CEO

Thank you to our
funding partners who
helped us launch our
COVID-19 Response
and Recovery Funds
to support the Eastern
Washington and North
Idaho communities.
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In addition, we and the
communities we serve are
grateful to the 200+ donors
who made individual gifts to
this effort.

N @ X

INNOVIA FOUNDATION
COVID-19 RESPONSE &
RECOVERY FUNDS

ROUND 1: In April 2020, we

worked with community volunteers
to proactively identify those
organizations best positioned to
provide direct support in response to
COVID-19.

ROUND 2: A second round of funding
in June continued to focus on basic
needs, with a more intentional focus
on getting dollars to grassroots,
neighborhood, and culturally specific
groups.

ROUND 3: As we transition from
response to recovery, a third grant
round awarded $1.3 million to support
organizations working to meet basic
needs, along with collaborative
partnerships aimed at innovative
solutions to accelerate recovery and
build resilience.

Grants from Innovia Foundation COVID-19 Response and Recovery Funds were
awarded for immediate relief to nonprofits addressing these community needs:
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Supporting historically
underrepresented people
within our communities

We understand that COVID-19 disproportionately
impacts communities of color. Through our
COVID-19 grants, we are working to be more
responsive to disparities experienced by Black,
Indigenous and People of Color (BIPOC). To date,
more than $650,000 has been directed specifically
to BIPOC communities.

Our region is home to six tribes, with many Native
Americans living in communities that are not on the
reservations. Tribal health leaders came together with
regional funders to direct flexible resources to their
COVID-19 response.

Ninety percent of the estimated 10 million Tribal peoples
in what is now called the continental United States lost
their lives to colonization-related epidemic between

the 15th and 17th centuries. European spread diseases
such as smallpox, influenza, and tuberculosis decimated
entire Tribes, their families, cultures, and languages,”
says Shivon Brite (Nakota), Empire Health Foundation
Executive Vice President.

And now the spread of COVID-19 is affecting American
Indians and Alaska Natives at a rate 3.5 times higher
than non-Hispanic whites. Further, this pandemic is
especially deadly for our Tribal peoples because of pre-
existing health and socioeconomic disparities caused
by persistent racial inequity and historical trauma. In
response, Tribal health leaders have come together in
partnership with Empire Health Foundation and Innovia
to self-direct flexible COVID-19 resources to their
communities,” concludes Brite.

Spokane Tribe of Indians

The Confederated Tribes
of the Colville Reservation

Kalispel Tribe of Indians
Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

The Coeur d’Alene Tribe
(Schitsu’umsh)

Nez Perce Tribe
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS WOMEN’S AUXILIARY POST 8311
Providing meals to vulnerable residents through
COVID-19 Response and Recovery Grant

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Women’s Auxiliary
Post 8311 received a $2,500 COVID-19 Response and
Recovery Fund grant to assist them in meeting an
increased need for food and home deliveries
for senior, disabled, home-bound and
low-income citizens within a 100-mile
radius of Elk City, Idaho. “As a result of
this arrangement, not only were we
able to provide for our residents in
need, but helped our local businesses
as well. The restaurants and the general
store greatly reduced their prices for
meals and groceries, which allowed us
to provide for more people for a longer
period of time,” said Sharon McKee, the
president of VFW Women’s Auxiliary.

Addressing the Mental Health Crisis

The stress and uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic
have left many in need of mental health support.

The National Alliance on Mental lliness (NAMI) Far
North seeks to raise awareness about mental health
needs and to support those in Bonner and Boundary
counties who find their lives disrupted by mental
health challenges. A $5,000 grant from Innovia helped

staff North Idaho Crisis Services (NICS), an after-hours
crisis line that serves as a first point of contact for
residents experiencing an emergency. The grant also
funded an expanded campaign to advertise mental
health services available to the community, helping

to ensure that every individual has the resources they
need to pursue a better quality of life.
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CARL MAXEY CENTER

Bridging Divides

The Carl Maxey Center in Spokane is dedicated to changing lives and
improving the well-being of Spokane’s African American community. Early
in the COVID-19 pandemic, when many Black-owned businesses closed under
the statewide stay-at-home order, the Center recognized the need to provide
targeted assistance directed specifically at the community they serve.

A $20,000 grant helped the Carl Maxey Center hire a part-time, temporary
community support position to focus on meeting the unique needs of African
American business owners, most them small sole-proprietorships facing a
disproportionately higher risk of not being able to survive the shutdown.
“The loss of these businesses would be devastating for our community, says
Sandra Williams, Executive Director of the Carl Maxey Center. “This grant
acted as both a safety net to keep our businesses from losing ground and as
a bridge to get us through the COVID-19 crisis to the other side.”

HAPPY HORIZONS CHILDCARE
Grant ensures wellbeing of children and
parents coping with the crisis

Even with steady employment, many families are challenged
to provide basic necessities. Single parents spend, on
average, 36% of their income on childcare, and that often
does not leave enough to pay the bills or buy nutritious
food, especially for those living paycheck-to-paycheck.

The COVID-19 pandemic has severely exacerbated these
needs. Happy Horizons Childcare in Moscow, Idaho provides
affordable daycare for ALICE families (Asset Limited,
Income Constrained, Employed). With the help of Happy
Horizons, parents no longer have to choose between going
without childcare or going without dinner. The program
gives children age-based curricula, two nutritious meals
per day and a healthy place to play with other children.
With normal activities on pause during the crisis, Happy
Horizons received a $10,000 grant from Innovia Foundation
as flexible funding to promote and help support financial
stability for low-income households. The ultimate goal is to
interrupt the generational cycle of poverty and improve the
economic wellbeing of our entire community. It starts with
meeting the fundamental needs of vulnerable populations,
ensuring that every person can pursue their potential
without worrying about their next meal.

COVID-19

Shelter in the Storm

In a city where university students are critical to the economy
and rental properties constitute 65% of total housing, the
pandemic quickly created an affordable housing crisis for
many Pullman residents. Thanks to a $10,000 COVID-19
Response and Recovery grant from Innovia, the Community
Action Center was able to support a Housing Solutions
Program that provides emergency housing assistance and
eviction prevention. Additional grant dollars from Innovia
also have enabled the Center to meet increased demand for
emergency food through participation with Pullman Serves

It Forward. That partnership leveraged an additional $37,000
in community donations to purchase gift cards from local
restaurants to distribute to food bank clients. It demonstrates
how the right strategic partnerships can maximize donors’
dollars and amplify their reach, in this case by benefitting
both local residents and local businesses.

BLUE MOUNTAIN ARTISANS GUILD
Sparking Kids’ Creativity

During a summer when the pandemic significantly
reduced vitally needed enrichment activities for
children, a $1,000 grant from Innovia enabled the
Blue Mountain Artisans Guild (BMAG) to offer a
curbside pick-up art program for youth who live in
the rural wheat farming communities of southeastern
Washington. The program provided children ages

2 to 17 with take-home summer art bags that
included a variety of activities such as clay modeling,
drawing, painting and scratch art. As a result, kids
were able to spend seven weeks with fun and
enriching art projects that sparked their creativity,
nurtured their boundless imaginations, and enhanced
their confidence and problem-solving skills. An
N-year-old girl from Pomeroy was among the kids
experimenting with different art forms thanks to the
program. She returned to the BMAG Art Center at
the end of the summer with stacks of her artwork
and was featured as the Junior Artist for the Fall
Fantasies Art Show held in September.




Innovia Foundation Community Response

and Recovery Grants Per County

Within Innovia Foundation’s 20 Counties

Grants by Region

Spokane County
126 grants = $1,164,937

Rural Eastern Washington
176 grants = $1,258,525

Washington State Grants
per County

1. Ferry 10
2. Stevens 47
3. Pend Oreille 22
4. Lincoln 22
5. Spokane 126
6. Adams 23
7. Whitman 30
8. Columbia 6
9. Garfield County 2
10. Asotin 10

Kootenai County
35 grants = $117,000

Rural Idaho
136 grants = $371,850

Idaho State Grants
per County

11. Boundary
12. Bonner

13. Kootenai
14. Shoshone

15 Benewah

16. Latah

17. Nez Perce
18. Lewis

19. Clearwater
20. Idaho

Amplifying Community Voices

Throughout all three COVID-19 grant rounds, funding recommendations
were guided by community voices. Included here is just a snapshot
of what we heard and learned from local community meetings,
one-on-one conversations, online surveys and
low-barrier grant applications.

COVID-19 NEEDS

In March 2020, 1,220 community members were surveyed, representing residents and 170 different
community organizations. More than one-third of the respondents listed the following as top
priorities for funding.

% REPORTING TOP PRIORITY

Healthcare
Food Security
Housing

Eldercare

Mental Health
Domestic Violence
Education Support
Childcare

COVID-19 SERVICES

In June 2020, 495 organizations responded to an online funding application. The chart below
shows that increasing access to food was the service provided most in response to COVID-19.

Application Question: Which of the following areas best align with the services you are providing?

( 209 Food security )
141 Student learning and out of school activities
124 Mental and behavioral health

14 Health

92  COVID-19 pandemic related, such as providing PPE

90 Emergency financial assistance

20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200 220



Amplifying Community Voices Thank you to all our COVID-19 Response & Recovery

Corporate Fund Partners

“The economic struggles have hit the service, hospitality,
and retail sectors the hardest, and these are the

. . : “Collaboration and partnership have always been important in our region, but
industries where most former refugees find employment. ., . .
Many have been laid off or need to work in high-risk perhaps never more so than this,” says Tim Henkel, President & CEO of Spokane
environments if they want to stay employed.” County United Way. “The level of cooperation and communication among the
- Global Neighborhood funders to respond quickly and generously has truly been remarkable!”

“The COVID-19 pandemic has caused an increased
incidence of mental health problems, including
stress-related disorders, depression, anxiety,
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“We receive calls daily asking for assistance with rent,
mortgages, clothing and utilities. People are hurting due

to the COVID-19 pandemic and are afraid they will lose COVID-IQ Supporttng Partners

their housing and/or have their utilities turned off.”

) ) Bank of America Horizon Credit Union STCU
- Medical Lake Community Outreach
BNSF Railway Foundation Inland Imaging Umpgqua Bank
“SAN has been able to establish a contract with a local Blue Cross of Idaho Foundation ltron Walmart
prqduce company forfa b/-m_/eek/y buy of produce for Community Building Foundation PotlatchDeltic Corporation Wells Fargo

our clients. We are working with local grocery stores to

purchase bulk items like milk, cheese and meat products Harriet Cheney Cowles Foundation Providence Health Care Women Helping Women Fund
to fulfill the protein needs of our clients as well.”
- Spokane AIDS Network

In addition, we and the communities we serve are grateful to the 200+
donors who made individual gifts to this effort.



COVID-19

The following nonprofit organizations received grants from the community response funds established
at Innovia Foundation during the COVID-19 pandemic.

WASHINGTON STATE

Adams County Development
Council

Adams County Parks and
Recreation

Agape Food Bank Ministries

East Adams County Library
District

H. E. Gritman Senior Center
Lind School District

Lind Senior Center

New Hope

Othello Food Bank

Ralston Grange

Ritzville Downtown Development
Association

Ritzville Food Pantry
Ritzville School District
Washtucna Food Pantry

Washtucna Historical Museum
and Community Center

First Christian Church/Red Door
Kitchen

Interlink, Inc.

Quality Behavioral Health
The Willow Center
Tri-State Memorial Hospital
Valley Community Center
Valley Meals on Wheels

Plus Delta After School Studios
Port of Columbia

Project Timothy

Walla Walla Senior Center

Ferry County Memorial Hospital

Ferry County Search and Rescue
Partners

Fraternal Order Of Eagles
Friends of Stonerose Fossils
Kettle River Linc

Peoples Pantry Of Ferry County
Republic School District

Blue Mountain Artisans Guild
Garfield Fire District #1
Garfield Food Bank
Pomeroy Assist

Pomeroy Community Center
Pomeroy School District
Pomeroy Senior Center

Walla Walla Senior Citizens
Center

Davenport School District

Harrington Church of the
Nazarene

Harrington School District

Lincoln County Care & Share
Center

Lincoln County Economic
Development Council

Lincoln County Prevention and
Recovery

Mid-City Seniors Club

Odessa Community Ministerial
Association

Reardan School District
Reardan-Edwall School District

Sprague Horizons Community

The Rural Alliance

Town of Wilbur

We Care About Reardan Edwall
Wilbur Community Church

Wilbur Community Church/
Golden Rule Childcare

Community Services of
Moses Lake

Cusick Community Development
Association

Cusick School District #59
Hospitality House

lone Food Pantry

Kalispel Tribe of Indians
Newport Food Bank

Newport Hospital and Health
Services Foundation

Newport School District
Newport United Church of Christ

Pend Oreille County Library
District

Pend Oreille Paramedics
Selkirk School District
Town of Cusick

Youth Emergency Services

This funding is being
used to purchase and
distribute culturally-
preferred foods for
Latinx, Middle-Eastern,
Sudanese, Marshallese, Russian and
Ukranian families, as well as vouchers
to purchase preferred foods at local
ethnic grocers.
- Northeast Community Center

AHANA-MEBA
Airway Heights Baptist Church

American Indian Community
Center

Bail Project
Blueprints for Learning

Boy Scouts of America, Inland
Northwest Council

Camp Fire Inland Northwest
Carl Maxey Center

CHAS - Community Health
Association of Spokane

Cheney Food Bank

Children’s Home Society of
Washington

Colbert Presbyterian Church
College Success Foundation

Communities in Schools of
Spokane County

Community Colleges of Spokane
Foundation

Community-Minded Enterprises
Comunidad Cristiana de Spokane
Cup of Cool Water

Denton Foundation

Eastern Washington University
Foundation

Family Promise of Spokane
Feast Collective

Feast World Kitchen

Find Solutions Organization
Freeman School District
Fur Community Group
Global Neighborhood
Gonzaga University

Greater Spokane County Meals
on Wheels

Habitat for Humanity-Spokane
Health Equity Circle

Hispanic Business/Professional
Association

Inland Northwest Juneteenth
Coalition

Joya Child & Family Development

Lake Spokane Alliance

Latinos en Spokane
Lumen Public School

Martin Luther King, Jr. Family
Outreach Center

Mead Food Bank

Medical Lake Community
Outreach

People who have never
before experienced
mental health concerns
are struggling with
stress,fear, and depression.
Spokane Regional Health District
and the Public Health Institute
reported that their COVID-19 contact
tracers increasingly talk with people
who have suicidal ideation.

- NAM/| Spokane

Medical Lake Food Bank
Association

Millwood Impact

Morning Star Baptist Church
NAMI Spokane

New Hope Resource Center

Nigerian American Association
Inland Northwest

North Palouse Community Food
Bank

Northeast Community Center
Northeast Youth Center
Northwest Harvest

Northwest Kenyans Association
Odyssey Youth Center

Our Place Community Outreach

Pacific Islander Community
Assocation - Eastern Washington
Chapter

Pilgrim Slavic Baptist Church

Planned Parenthood of Greater
Washington and North Idaho

Precious Little Lambs Preschool
Priority Spokane

Range Community Clinic

Refugee Connections Spokane
Riverside School District

Salem Arms Community Housing
Salish School of Spokane

Spark Central

Spokane AIDS Network

Spokane Alliance

Spokane Area Jewish Family
Services

Spokane Arts
Spokane Branch #1137 NAACP

Spokane County Human Rights
Task Force

Spokane Eastside Reunion
Association

Spokane Karen Baptist Church
Spokane Public Schools

Spokane Regional Domestic
Violence Coalition

Spokane Valley Partners

St. Aloysius Early Learning
Center

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Stand Washington
Terrain Programs

The GreenHouse Community
Center

The Salvation Army of Spokane
The Way to Justice

The Zone Project/Northeast
Community Center

Transitions
Treehouse
Vanessa Behan Crisis Nursery

Volunteers of America Eastern
WA & Northern ID

West Central Community
Development Organization

Whitworth University

Women & Children’s Free
Restaurant & Community Kitchen

Women’s Healing And
Empowerment Network

World Relief Spokane
YWCA Spokane



WASHINGTON STATE (cont.)

Addy Rescue Mission

Chewelah Chamber of Commerce
Chewelah Faith Resources Group
Colville Community Church
Colville Community Senior Center
Colville Main Street

Colville Now

Colville School District

Colville Seventh-day
Adventist Church

Colville Together

Community Food and
Clothing Bank
Confederated Tribes of the
Colville Reservation

First Congregational United
Church of Christ

Kettle Falls Community Chest

Loon Lake Food Bank and
Resource Center

Mary Walker School District
New Health Programs Association
Northport Food Bank

Providence Northeast
Washington Hunger Coalition

Rural Resources
Community Action

Spokane Tribal Network
Spokane Tribe of Indians
Stevens County Library District

Tri County Community
Health Fund

Volunteer Food and
Resource Center

We have used funding to pay for increased costs of doing

business at our safe shelter. Our team there follows strict
cleaning and disinfecting protocols to reduce COVID-19
transmissions. We are also more heavily reliant on hotels to

help shelter residents practice social distancing or stay in
alternate locations if they are symptomatic.

Alternatives to Violence of the
Palouse

Community Action Center

Council on Aging and Human
Services

Friends of Whitman County
Library

Happy Horizons Childcare
Living Faith Fellowship
Oakesdale School District
Palouse Chamber of Commerce
Palouse Christian Child Care
Pullman Christian School

Pullman Community Council
on Aging

- Safe Passage

Pullman Regional Hospital
Foundation

Spokane Independent Metro
Business Alliance

Tekoa School District

Uniontown Community
Development Association

Washington State University
Foundation

Whitman Conservation District

Whitman County Rural
Library District

YMCA of the Palouse

IDAHO

Coeur d’Alene Tribe
East Benewah Council For Aging

Greater St. Joe Development
Foundation/Timber Plus

St. Maries Chamber of Commerce
St. Maries School District
St. Maries Youth Roots

Angels Over Sandpoint

Blanchard Area Seniors
Incorporated

Bonner Community Food Center

Bonner Community Housing
Agency Incorporated

Bonner County Economic
Development Corporation

Bonner County Homeless
Task Force

Clark Fork Adventist Church
Eureka Institute

Food For Our Children

Helping Hands Healing Hearts
Idahope Families

Kinderhaven

Kootenai Tribal Council

NAMI Far North

Panhandle Alliance for Education
Panhandle Community Radio, Inc.
Priest River Happy Agers

Priest River Ministries

Sandpoint Community
Resource Center

Storybook Cottage

Boundary County Youth Crisis and
Domestic Violence Hotline

Community Action Partnership
Community Coalition For Families
Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

We were able to set up
telehealth, which greatly
impacted our ability to
continue services while
reducing staff & patient exposure.
- Snake River Community Clinic

Seniors Hospitality Center

Springs of Living Water Free
Methodist Church

Trinity Lutheran Church

City of Elk River
City of Weippe
Clearwater County Ambulance

Clearwater County Senior
Citizens

Framing Our Community

Hilltop Senior Citizens
Corporation

Orofino Senior Meals

Pierce Community Center & Pool

Camas Prairie Food Bank
City of Grangeville
Elk City Ambulance Service

Grangeville Chamber of
Commerce

Grangeville Farmers Market

Grangeville Senior Citizens
Center

ldaho Foodbank

|da-Lew Economic Development
Council

Prairie Mountain Nutrition

Senior Citizens Dollar A Month
Club

St. Mary’s Hospital

Syringa General Hospital
Foundation

VFW Auxiliary Post 8311

Boys & Girls Clubs of Kootenai
County

City of Harrison

Coeur d’Alene Church of the
Nazarene

Coeur d’Alene School District
Consolidated Free Library District
Cup of Grace

Gizmo-CDA

Growing the Stem

Harrison Chamber of Commerce
Hayden Senior Center

Heritage Health

Idaho Legal Aid Services

Idaho Youth Ranch/Anchor House
Lake City Senior Center
Lutherhaven Ministries

North Idaho Family Group
Panhandle Health District 1

Post Falls Food Bank

Rathdrum Senior Citizen Center
Relatives as Parents

Safe Passage

Salvation Army Ray & Joan Kroc
Corps Community Center

Spirit Lake Food Bank

St. Vincent de Paul North Idaho
The Village at Orchard Ridge
United Way of North Idaho

University of Idaho Foundation

Adventist Community Services
Family Promise of the Palouse
Food Not Bombs of the Palouse
Inland Oasis

J-K Good Samaritan Food Bank
Moscow Affordable Housing Trust
Palouse Habitat for Humanity
Potlatch Food Pantry

Snake River Community Clinic

Troy and Deary Community
Food Banks

Corner Cupboard

Kamiah Food Bank

Kamiah Senior Citizens Society
Lakeside Assisted Living
Nezperce Senior Center

Upriver Youth Leadership Council

Beautiful Downtown Lewiston

Boys & Girls Clubs of Lewis Clark
Valley

Clearwater County Economic
Development Council

First Step 4 Life

Green Apple Project

LC Valley Youth Resource Center
Lewis-Clark State College

Nez Perce Tribe

Nimiipuu Community
Development Fund

Nimiipuu Health
Valley Meals on Wheels
YWCA of Lewiston-Clarkston

Grace Evangelical Free Church
Loving Care & More

Mom’s Vintage Eatery

SAVE Coalition

Shoshone County Crisis and
Resource Center

Shoshone Medical Center
Foundation

Silver Valley Christian Academy

Silver Valley Economic
Development Corporation

Team Wallace

Wallace District Arts Council
Wallace Food Bank

Wallace Youth Association



From March 2020 through April 2021, Innovia partnered
with individual donors, philanthropic partners and local
government to distribute

$35.5 million

to organizations and businesses in
Eastern Washington and North Idaho.

$2.9 million $5.3 million

RESPONSE AND RECOVERY DONOR-ADVISED AND ALL
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