BIOGRAPHY INFORMATION

JEFF PHILIPPS

Retired Rosauers CEO, Community Advocate
Jeff Philipps began his career in the food industry 49 years ago, starting as a “box boy” for Buttrey Foods in Great Falls, Montana.  His 22 years at Buttrey provided experience in every aspect of the grocery business including store and district management, merchandising, operations, advertising and accounting.

Jeff left Buttrey in 1994 to work for its parent company, American Stores.  After serving 3 years on the company’s reengineering project, he was named National Director of Business Development.

When offered an opportunity to move into senior management Jeff and his family relocated to Anchorage, Alaska where he served as Chief Operating Officer for Carr-Gottstein Foods Company.  Jeff had responsibility for marketing, operations, advertising and security, as well as the company's military business and warehouse operations. When the company was sold in 1999, Jeff relocated to Minneapolis to work for Rainbow Foods in a 1-year assignment.

Jeff recently retired from his role as President and CEO of Rosauers Supermarkets, a position he held beginning in July of 2000.  Jeff was responsible for the company’s 22 stores, 3 banner operations and 2,300 employees.  Rosauers was named Philanthropic Large Corporation of the year in 2016, and is a recipient of a coveted AGORA Award for their active participation in the communities they serve.  Jeff was recently inducted into the Public Library Foundation Citizen Hall of Fame, and was presented with the 2019 community philanthropy award by the Washington Food Industry Association.

Personal accomplishments and involvements include serving as Chairman of the Board for the Washington Food Industry Association in 2012, Chair of the 2012 and 2020 campaigns for United Way of Spokane County, Board Chair for Greater Spokane Incorporated (GSI) for 2012-13, and Council President for the Inland NW Council for the Boy Scouts of America from 2015-2017.  Jeff is currently involved with a number of local community and nonprofit organizations including the Providence Community Ministry Board, the Inland NW Council of the Boy Scouts of America, American Heart Association, Food Circle Group, Washington Food Industry Association, Innovia Foundation, and Greater Spokane Incorporated where he chairs Life Sciences Spokane, an initiative to develop and support a life and bio-sciences economy in Spokane.  He serves on community advisory boards for the UW-GU Regional Health Partnership, Eastern Washington University College of Heath Sciences and WSU's Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine.  He is also an active member of his church community.

Jeff is a 1977 graduate of Carroll College in Helena, Montana where he earned BA degrees in Business, Economics and Accounting (1979).

He and his wife Kathie have 3 children ranging in age from 23 to 29.
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