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NYC IS DEAD FOREVER.HERE'S WHY

Published on August 13, 2020
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f James Altucher ¢
m 875 articles
Founder at "The James Altucher Show" podcast





http://drive.google.com/file/d/1l9ZIMcuTRqXdGLAlQ-esCKXiq0imclIg/view

Four Years Ago

Imagine
if we gathered
with our neighbors

Maryam Banikarim & coe
Chelsea (W23-8th-W21-10th) « 5 Apr

Imagine if we gathered like this, with our neighbors here in NYC. The neighbors
we've met these past 2 years as we stayed in place and those we've yet to know.
If they can do this Cairo we can do this here. I've always thought of NY as the
ultimate community.



‘The Longest Table’ Lights Up

Chelsea Longest Table West 21st Street

2022 | 500+ 500 neighbors share a lunchtime meal in Chelsea

LARA MOSKO CHELSEA / | 18 OCT 2022 | 12:11
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Lunch on the street. Photo: David Axelbank


http://drive.google.com/file/d/18GjhvN1nqqaUOzkXU4oCgZCMSnpNVIUG/view

A Neighbor in California, Raised Her Hand

Protocol (toolkit + 5 hrs of coaching) They organized their first table: 2023
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Chelsea Longest Table: 2025 |

€he New York Times

NEW YORK TODAY

This Block Party Brings People
Together. A Lot of People.

The Longest Table in Chelsea is an annual potluck that attracts
hundreds and creates a sense of community, participants say.

p  Listen to this article - 8:54 min Learn more £f sharefunartice 2> []  [CJ12

? By James Barron
77

Oct. 3,2025

Good morning. It’s Friday. Today we’ll look at a potluck block party
that’s about more than the food. We’ll also get details on two big
infrastructure projects that appear to be caught in political crossfire
from the federal government shutdown.




| almost didn’t come. | recently lost my
husband and | was anxious about
coming alone.

- Participant Longest Table



Six On One Day

This Chelsea Block Party
Brings People Together.
A Lot of People.
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& A free potluck for 1,000
people took over SF’s
% Civic Center

Winston Salem, NC ‘ Fort Bragg, CA



2025: 50 Tables Universities:

Range of communities
Dense urban neighborhoods
(Chicago), mid-sized (Oklahoma
City), smaller/regional hubs
(Bellingham, WA)

. Just in 2025

Neighbors:

17

Local Government:

Church/Synagogue:

2022: 1 Table

Local Organization:

Others (Middle School, 3
Library, Theater):

Inbounds from 800+ hosts, from around the world

Hosts have included
Neighbors, educators, faith
leaders, local organizations,
& civic institutions.

13
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Play Video



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56ZWP96VN8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=56ZWP96VN8g

A Solution to Loneliness & Civic Engagement

Thriving communities

87% feel good
Participation about their
neighborhood
Belonging 81 %want to
get involved
S 83% feel less
lonely sleqping giant
89% connected of civic energy.
with new people

We take people from 'lonely' to 'active” in a few hours.

*Source: Study informed by Barnard College 2025



America Faces An Existential Crisis

TRUST IN DECLINE
PY Trust — DECL'N'NG e Institutions: 28% confidence (Gallup)

e Neighbors: 44% (down from 52%, Pew)

e Loneliness & division — SURGING -
° CiViC participation N FREEFALL o 4L trust most neighbors, down from 52%

(Pew 2025)
I - o 1/3 Adults Lonely (57% Gen 7)
e Isolation bloks other solutions | e

CIVIC PARTICIPATION IN FREEFALL

e Voting down 20% (2020 to 2022)
volunteering 28%, events 44%—historic
lows (American Survey Ctr)

Don't know neighbors? Don't

vote. Don't volunteer. Don't fix.

Source: Gallup. (2025). Democrats' confidence in U.S. institutions sinks to new low. https://news.gallup.com/poll/692633/democrats-

confidence-institutions-sinks-new-low.aspx
Pew Research Center. (2025, May 8). Americans’ declining trust in each other. https://www.pewresearch.org/2025/05/08/americans-
i
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CivicScience. (2025, Jan. 21). The state of loneliness in America. https://civicscience.com/the-state-of-loneliness-i
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A Movement That Is Growing Organically

e Rebuilding trust isn't a nice to %ﬁ%

. . Stage 1
have—it's the foundation on Event Flappens

whi ' iIt.
ch everything else gets built s \IIDJ S
New Host Photos & Reels

Volunteers — Generated

e Trust=INFRASTRUCTURE.

] )
Infrastructure in the ‘
Form of a Potluck b




Storytelling Is The Engine: Social

longesttablecommunity
Longest Table Community
469 posts 15.2K followers 753 following

Connect, create community, eat and have fun
at the Longest Table. We are a global
movement born from NYCNext (501¢3) to.

g 2 nycnext.org and 3 more

@ longesttablecommunity
Followed by

© DD inemoseypartspodcast,

heyjimsaylor + 136 more

Following Message
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The Longest Table
A Middle Scheo

jJonathan_merntt

thesteezcoloctve - Paradise on carth



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZQKR4zOzlFWoW2HJaAu_J3hX54TfWx52/view

Storytelling Is The Engine: Local Media

[ Bl
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The Longest Table '
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhImS5KNlzo

Formula For Success:

Roadmap
H wence of even
pecmitt
4MONTHSOUT ~ 2MONTHSOUT  1MONTHOUT 1WEEKOUT DAY OF EVENT POSTEVENT
Get Divvy Up Promote & Finalize Enjoy The Share & Get
Started Tasks Problem Solve Details Moment Feedback
=
Resources B ]
== 2 e

Marketing Mater

Example ‘Day Of’ Program




Host Notes”



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWeZ2tf9i1k

The Protocol

Insight:
We don't scale

events. We scale
the capacity to host.
e

No Agenda
Neighbor Owned
Public Space Magic
Conditions For Trust
High Touch Support
Repeatability

Story Virality



th our

)

-

2
ews
=T = o, =
w O O » QO
olrbcc _..
tehu.l
T L = C
T "o 8 «
= oo a2 ‘



R % "
L WO rid §

where every

< ETENG

— '[‘E!ghorhOOd

LONGEST . A2 hly feels like & N e
TABLE"® S A ;f CIS 11Ke i | ;
A P \home—where &K

neighbors
‘trust belong

.~ and are able to
act togethe =~

. >

-
'
%




	Slide 1: Thriving Communities
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Four Years Ago 
	Slide 8: Chelsea Longest Table 2022 | 500+ 
	Slide 9: A Neighbor in California, Raised Her Hand 
	Slide 10: Chelsea Longest Table: 2025 | 2,000+ 
	Slide 11: I almost didn’t come. I recently lost my husband and I was anxious about coming alone. - Participant Longest Table
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: A Movement That Is Growing Organically
	Slide 18: Storytelling Is The Engine: Social
	Slide 19: Storytelling Is The Engine: Local Media
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: The Protocol
	Slide 23
	Slide 24

