
Connect with your 
community

Innovia Foundation Community Summit - March 16, 2026



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=si-d1Lj1zZQ&t=727


We’re a non-profit building 
technology for         

community connection and 
conversation



1. We need to connect online. 

2. Current tools are broken. 

3. We’re hungry for better 
ways.  



1 in 5 of us live in a news desert…
…many more are at risk



Half of us find out what’s going on in our 
communities on social media  



But at the same time, 50% of survey respondents 
had left social media because of how bad it is.



Communities run on shared knowledge. 
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1. “Highlights” Homepage

2. Topic-based spaces
(community forum-style, 
no “follows”)

3. Local Guides

4. Event Calendar

5. Email Newsletter

6. Pro-social Moderation

Trusted content 
gathered by a human 

about what's really 
going on in your 

community

How it works
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Just like a local newspaper, 
content is organized to 

avoid overload - with the 
help of AI but curated by 

moderator

How it works



Easy shareable format 

“A community 
sourced local 

wikipedia”
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Driving offline 
neighborhood activity

Making local event 
discovery simple

How it works
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A weekly roundup with 
the top highlights in 

your inbox
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1PDBMUy1Zs39u541tekwiDdsrzoOHw0Pq/preview


“At first it was amazing to 
be able to find people like 
you anywhere in the world. 

Then we got so wrapped up 
in the internet that we lost 
touch with our neighbors. 

Now, it's time for 
technology that connects 
us where our feet are."

Katie-Beth Schultz

Community Steward,
Burlington, NC



joinroundabout.co
m
hays@newpublic.org

blaine@newpublic.org
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