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Welcome  to 

Our   Homelands



Whose Homelands do you 

work/live on?



tim̓né•pe
Heart of 

the Monster



On a scale from 1 -5, 

how prepared is your 

community to tell a 

16,000 -year old story rather 

than a 250 -year story?



Land The First Relationship

Regional Landscape

• 20 counties
• ~21 million acres of land
• ~33,000 square miles
• 85+ incorporated cities
• 180+ communities 
• ~900,000 residents

I am special,' ’iin wees hete’ew. ’iin ’ee wees hete’ew. You are special.

Natural Landscape

• 30+ rivers and major 
tributaries

• 50+ lakes and reservoirs
• 8 major mountain ranges
• All within the Columbia 

River Basin watershed

Before partnership with people, there is relationship with place. 
The land that holds the history, the knowledge, and the responsibility 

we carry forward.



Water: Rivers, lakes, and watersheds connect ecosystems, 
communities, and cultures.

Major Rivers

• Columbia River
• Snake River
• Clearwater River
• Pend Oreille River
• Spokane River
• Salmon River
• Palouse River
• Kettle River
• St. Joe River

Water The Flow of Understanding

Water connects us all. This stage is about identifying shared 

interests and initiating the first "ripple" of contact through 

reciprocity.

Across the region there are approximately:

30+ significant rivers and tributaries

40+ lakes and reservoirs



People The Pulse of the Community

Tribal communities are living networks of relationships - 
families, Elders, youth, cultural practitioners, leaders and 

professionals who each carry knowledge about the place and 
the future of community.

Tribal Nations of the Innovia Service Area

The region overlaps the homelands of 
several Tribal Nations:

Nez Perce Tribe

Coeur d'Alene Tribe

Spokane Tribe of Indians

Kalispel Tribe of Indians

Kootenai Tribe of Idaho

Confederated Tribes of the Colville 

Reservation
The drum carries the heartbeat of the people and the 

land.



Lewis &Clark



What is one “Untold Story" 

from your county that 

deserves to be part of the 

narrative of this region?



Wetxuuwíitin' Collection



What is one action item you 

can take back to your 

county to promote unity?



LEARN MORE

Why This Matters for America 250

While the United States prepares to mark 

250 years since 1776, the Native Nations of 

this region carry histories here spanning 

thousands of years and hundreds of 

generations.

America 250 provides an opportunity to:

• Share a more complete history of place

• Support Native -led storytelling and 

cultural education

• Strengthen partnerships with Tribal 

Nations

• Highlight Native artists, entrepreneurs, 

and cultural leaders

• Promote respectful cultural tourism and 

education



Titóoqanaawit 
WAY OF LIFE

DONATE  ONLINE

Titóoqanaawit is a multigenerational initiative 

created and led by the ˀóykala ˀayn (community) 

for the preservation of Nimiipuu cultural values 

and history through hands -on educational 

experiences and advance Nimiipuu cultural 

identity, connection to place, and maintain and 

extend the narrative of the Nimiipuu. 



Qe'ci'yew'yew'
T H A N K  Y O U
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